Choosing the Right
Metal Gate for Your
Home: A Simple

Step-by-Step Guide
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Find Inner Peace Through Decluttering
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Choosing the Right
Metal Gate for Your

Home: A Simple
Step by-Step

Hi! If you're thinking about a new
metal gate for your driveway, side
entrance, or garden, you're making
a smart choice. Metal gates are
strong, long-lasting, and add real
character to UK homes—from
classic period properties to modern
builds.This guide walks you
through the main decisions so you
can pick one that suits your needs,
looks great, and stands up to our
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weather. At JAS Welding Services,
we're happy to chat about custom ‘"l“l" "Ill!

options tailored to you.
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STEP 1:

What Do You Need
the Gate For?

Think about the main job your gate will do—
this shapes everything else.

e Security — Want to keep intruders out or
protect vehicles/equipment? Go for
taller, sturdy designs with close-spaced
bars, solid infills, or high-security
features.

e Privacy — Prefer to block views into your
property? Choose solid panels or closely
spaced pickets rather than open-bar
styles.

e Curb Appeal & Style — Want your gate to
make a statement? Ornate traditional
designs add elegance; sleek modern ones
keep things clean and contemporary.

e Everyday Access — Pedestrian only
(side/garden gate)? Or vehicles
(driveway)? Driveway gates need wider
openings and stronger builds.

¢ Pet/Child Safety — Need to keep animals
or little ones contained? Look for no

climb features and secure latches.




STEP 2: PICK THE BEST METAL MATERIAL

The metal affects durability, looks, weight, and
upkeep—especially in the UK's rain and wind.

Steel (often galvanised or powder-coated)
Pros: Extremely strong and durable; great for
security; can handle heavy use; versatile for
custom designs.

Cons: Heavier (needs strong posts/hinges);
can rust if not properly treated (galvanising +
powder coating helps hugely).

Best for: Driveways, high-security needs, or
traditional looks. Popular in the UK for its
toughness.

Aluminium

Pros: Lightweight (easier on hinges/motors if
automated); naturally rust-resistant; low
maintenance; modern finishes available.
Cons: Not as strong as steel (better for
lighter-duty use); can dent more easily.

Best for: Coastal areas, modern homes, or
where you want minimal upkeep.

Wrought Iron (or wrought iron-style steel)
Pros: Timeless, elegant with ornate
scrolls/finials; very customisable.

Cons: Heavier; needs regular maintenance to
prevent rust unless protected.

Best for: Period homes, decorative entrances,
or that classic UK estate look.

Most UK residential gates use galvanised steel
with powder coating for the best balance of
strength and weather resistance.
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Step 3: Choose the
Gate Type &
Operation

How the gate opens matters
for space and convenience.

» Swing Gates (single or double leaf)

» Classic and elegant; open like a door.

» Need space to swing (check driveway
slope/width). Great for most homes.

» Sliding Gates

 Slide along a track; ideal for limited space or
steep drives.

e More secure in wind; often automated.

e Manual vs Automatic

e Manual: Cheaper, simple.

e Automatic: Convenient (remote/keypad); adds
security but needs power and occasional
servicing.
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Step 4: Think About
Desigh & Size

Match your home's style for the best result.

e Traditional/Ornate — Scrolls, finials, spear tops (e.g., styles like
Clifton, Edinburgh, or Royale). Perfect for cottages, Victorian, or
period homes.

e Modern/Contemporary — Clean lines, horizontal bars, minimalist
(e.g., Verona, Monaco, or custom sleek designs). Suits new builds
or updated properties.

e Estate/High-Security — Tall, solid, imposing for driveways.

* Size Tips — Measure your opening accurately (width + any posts).
Driveways often need 3-5m+ for vehicles. Height: 1-1.5m for
garden/pedestrian; taller (1.8m+) for security/privacy.

Olivia Wilson
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Step 5: Key Practical Factors

Maintenance — All metal gates are low-maintenance compared to wood. Powder-
<J) coated or galvanised ones need just occasional cleaning; check hinges/latches
yearly.

J Weather Resistance — UK rain means rust protection is key—ask for hot-dip
O galvanising + powder coating.

Budget — Basic steel starts affordable; custom ornate or automated adds cost.

(J) Factor in installation too.

@ Installation — Professional fitting ensures it lasts (posts set in concrete, level,
secure).

c\/’ Extras — Automation, intercoms, locks, or paint colours to match your home.

Olivia Wilson
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Quick Decision
Checklist

e Purpose? (Security / Privacy / Looks / Access)

o Material? (Steel for strength / Aluminium for low
upkeep)

o Style? (Traditional ornate / Modern clean)

o Type? (Swing / Sliding / Manual / Auto)

o Size & Measurements? (Opening width/height)

e Budget & Maintenance Level?

Once you've thought through these, you'll have a clear
idea of what works best.

Need help?

At JAS Welding Services, we specialise in custom metal
gates built right here in the UK. Contact us for advice,
measurements, or a no-obligation quote—we can create

something perfect for your property.

Download this guide, share it with friends, and get in
touch anytime!

info@jasweldingservices.co.uk
07824656634
www.jasweldingservices.co.uk
Unit 7 Fitzmaurice Court
Rackheath

Norwich
NR13 6PY
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